
 

MODULE SPECIFICATION 

 

Module Title Introduction to Modern Art History 

Module Code ART 210 

Module Credits  5 

Pre-requisites (including Year 1) N/A  

Description 

Course Overview 
A study of the principles of art applied to visual forms, with emphasis on 

modern art of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries in Europe and the 

U.S. 

Method of Teaching and Learning 
This module will be taught using a combination of lectures, tutorials and 

consultation hours. Learning will also be reinforced by appropriate 

readings from the course text. 

Syllabus 
Modules 

• Introduction to Modern Art 

• 1860-1900: rise of the Avant-Gardes 

• Impressionism and Realism 

• Post-impressionism 

• Neo-impressionism 

• Arts and crafts 

• Art Nouveau 

• Symbolism 

• Fauvism 

• Expressionism 

• Cubism 

• Futurism 

• Synchromism 

• Orphism 

• Rayonism 

• Constructivism and Dada 

• American Art Pre 1920 

• De Stijl 

• Modern Art of Germany and France 

• Bauhaus 

• Precisionism 

• Surrealism 



• Photography 

• American Scene 

• American Architectural Developments 

• Abstract Expressionism 

• Social Realism and Socialism Realism 

• Post-War European Art, Sculpture and Photograph 

• Conceptual Art 

• Minimalism 

• Performance Art 

• Pop Art 

• Body Art 

• Earth Art 

 

  

Assessment 

Assessment Type  % of Final Mark 
Midterm Exam 1 25% 

Midterm Exam 2 25% 

Final Exam 30% 

Homework 10% 

Course Participation 10% 

 

Range Letter Grade 

90% - 100% A 

80% – 89% B 

70% - 79% C 

60% - 69% D 

< 60% U 

Textbooks 

Mandatory Textbooks 

Title Author ISBN/Publisher 
Styles, Schools and Movements: The 

Essential Encyclopaedic Guide to 

modern Art 

Amy Dempsey 
ISBN: 978-0500288443 
Thames & Hudson 

Optional Textbooks 

Title Author ISBN/Publisher 



Reference Textbooks 

Title Author ISBN/Publisher 


